UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and At

mospheric Admini
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE stration
1201 NE Lioyd Boulevard, Suite 1100
PORTLAND, OREGON 97232-1274

November 8, 2007

Mr. Jay Watson

Executive Director

Hood Canal Coordinating Council
17791 Fjord Drive NE, Box HH
Poulsbo, WA 98370-8481

Dear Jay:

As requested, the NOAA Fisheries Northwest Region Puget Sound Domain Team has reviewed
the fourteen proposals directed at Hood Canal summer chum salmon recovery in the action area
covered by the Hood Canal Coordinating Council’s (HCCC) Summer Chum Recovery Plan.
This is the first round of proposed actions since NOAA Fisheries approved the Recovery Plan in
May, 2007. The proposals are being considered for potential funding by the Salmon Recovery
Fund Board in the current budget cycle.

In providing the summer chum salmon-directed proposals for Domain Team review, the HCCC
is seeking an independent perspective from the NOAA Fisheries Northwest Region regarding the
relative merits of each proposal in fostering recovery of the listed summer chum ESU over the
short and long term. In conducting this evaluation, the Domain Team used its best professional
judgment and considered several factors about the value of each proposal to summer chum
populations and ESU viability:

¢ consistency of the proposal with ESU recovery targets, limiting factors and associated
remediation needs, and watershed recovery tiers identified in the Recovery Plan;,

e the specific summer chum stocks that would benefit from the proposed projects and the
contribution of the stock or population to ESU recovery;

e the value of habitat affected by the proposals to extant and reintroduced summer chum
salmon stocks; and,

¢ whether the proposals, and the actions described, had a high likelihood of addressing
limiting factors to summer chum salmon recovery that were identified by NOAA
Fisheries for PCSRF funding considerations (NMFS 2005).

Following the proposal assessment format provided by the HCCC, the Domain Team’s
evaluation is distilled in the attached table (Table 1). Notes are included to briefly indicate the
rationale for the Domain Team rankings, and the reasons to proceed, delay, or not undertake a
proposal.

In summary, eight of the proposed projects were determined to have a high likelihood of
addressing limiting factors for extant and reintroduced summer chum stocks in the Recovery
Plan. These projects received a high ranking to “proceed now.” The Domain Team further




ranked these eight proposals in order of importance to summer chum stock and ESU recovery.
We highly recommend that the HCCC proceed with these projects for potential SRFB funding
this year.

The remaining six proposals have less benefit for summer chum survival and productivity.
However, the Domain Team believes that four of these lower priority proposals (Projects “C”,
“E”, “K” and “L)” have merit for summer chum. Funding by the SRFB should be considered
this cycle year for these four projects if summer chum funds are available. Two of the proposals
provided for Domain Team review (Projects “M” and “N)”") would likely benefit listed
Dungeness River Chinook salmon rather than summer chum salmon. Given that the Dungeness
Chinook population is defined as one that must achieve a low extinction risk level for the Puget
Sound Chinook salmon ESU to be recovered, the Domain Team believes that Projects “M” and
“N” are better suited for inclusion for SRFB consideration with other regional funding requests
for Puget Sound Chinook salmon.

Thank you for providing the NOAA Fisheries Domain Team with the opportunity to review the
fourteen proposals. I hope this input is helpful in your consideration of projects to implement the
Summer Chum Recovery Plan. If you have any questions regarding the information provided,
please contact Domain Team members Matt Longenbaugh (360) 753-7761 or Tim Tynan

(360) 753-9579.

Sincerely

/%MZ M/%\,

Robert G. Walton
Assistant Regional Administrator
Salmon Recovery Division

cc: Elizabeth Babcock
Matt Longenbaugh
Tim Tynan
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